
 
 

 

Discipleship is about being a 
learner.  We are disciples of Jesus 
to learn his way of the kingdom of 
God, or the mending of creation.  
Discipleship is exhilarating,  
because as learners of the Jesus 
way we have all the excitement of 

making discoveries about ourselves and our world.  As 
disciples and learners we can perceive at least three  
guiding ideas.   
 

In Lent we watch as Jesus is tempted.  He is tempted to 
elevate what is partial over what is whole.  Bread is good 
but it is not everything; getting is good but again not  
everything.  For wholeness Jesus looks to God.  
òWorship the Lord your God and serve only him.ó 
 

We learn that we are made for relationship.  We learn 
that God loves the world.  Jesus never calls Nicodemus 
stupid for failing to understand or making mistakes.  We 
are all learners collaboratively.  We need each other.  In 
the story of the Samaritan woman we learn that Jesus 
meets us in giving the simplest things like water, and at 
the point of our greatest need.  Again, it is about  
relationship one to another. 
 

Finally, as disciples we learn about bringing forth new 
realities.  God is an energy that makes all things new.  
We read the story about the man born blind, and dis-
cover it has nothing to do with sin but that Godõs heal-
ing might be revealed.  And at the death of Lazarus  
Jesus confides to Martha, òI am the resurrection and the 
life.ó  We learn the generative power that drives us  
toward mending and life. 
 

The life of being a continual learner, what we mean by 
discipleship, is an exciting one.  It never ends.  There is 
always more to discover about Jesus and God and our-
selves.  One thing leads to another.  New discoveries 
lead to new insights.  It is an amazing way to live.  And 
we learn about it in Lent. ~ Cliff 

On the day before Lent, Tuesday, 
March 8 at 6 p.m., we gather in the  
Parish Hall for fun and pancakes.  
Shrove Tuesday is a truly intergenera-
tional event where each is encouraged to 
intentionally sit with a younger or older 
church member!  Traditionally this was 
a day of using up butter and eggs before 
the Lenten fast.  Today we continue the 
tradition with pancakes. We will choose òPrayer 
Pals,ó people we will hold in our prayer throughout 
the Season of Lent.  Finally, this year there will be a 

gala trivia contest.  In the spirit of learning, 
find out what you donõt know, and amaze 

others with what you do know! 
 

       

Ash Wednesday services will be held on March 9 at  
7 a.m., noon and 7:30 p.m.  Administration of ashes 
(made from palms blessed on Palm Sunday) will be 
offered to those who wish.  They are a sign of our 

mortality and need to learn.  In the Litany of  
Penitence that we pray on this day we lament òour 
waste and pollution of (Godõs) creation, and our lack 
of concern for those who come after us.ó  In this 
spirit, Ken Brown will offer a course on the environ-
ment.  Ash Wednesday and Lent pre-
pare our hearts for Easter.  The one is 
as necessary as the other.  Come and 
begin a most holy season on March 
9. 
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Our Nominating Committee is at work putting  
together a slate of nominees for our Annual Meeting 
on May 15.  This is a discernment process where the 
church through this committee seeks the person who 
is right for a particular task at this particular time.  
That does not mean another person might not be 
right at another time.  The committee really does try 
to pay attention to the guiding of the Holy Spirit.  
Your voice is needed to share with the committee the 
names of those you believe have gifts to offer our 
community.  You may contact anyone on the com-
mittee with your recommendations.  The Committee 

is chaired by Wilson Brown (WMBIII@aol.com );  
Vice-Chairperson is Van Williams 
(svan50@comcast.net);  Caroline West 
(cwest@shire.com), last yearõs chairperson; and in-
cludes John Rollins (john.d.rollins@gmail.com), 
Lynn Carroll ( lynnc@penn.edu), Betsy Evans 
(eoevans@verizon.net), and Charlie Head 
(Headjr@verizon.net).  The Nominating Committee 
plans to have a completed slate of candidates (4 ves-
try and 1 diocesan convention) ready for the Tidings 
newsletter that will be sent out after Easter.  Thank 
you for your participation. 

On Sunday, April 3, the Welcoming committee will celebrate the many new members who are coming to Saint 
Paulõs.  Becoming a member of Saint Paulõs is not joining an organization, itõs joining a family.  Becoming a 

member at a church means that you are becoming a part of a spiritual family and are joining a family of believers 
on the most important and exciting "journey" you will ever take. 

 

1. "Two are better than one, because they have a good return for 
their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the one who falls and has no one to help 
him up!"- Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

      

2. . "Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which 

was given to youé" - 1 Timothy 4:14 

3. "They joined with the other believers and devoted them-
selves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, sharing in the breaking of bread and prayer." - Acts 2:42 

4. . "Just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many 
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others." - Romans 12:4-5 "Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one anotheré" - Hebrews 10:25 

At the Finance Committeeõs recommendation, the 
Vestry at its January 10 meeting voted to hire an Assis-
tant Rector for Saint Paulõs.  Interviewing has begun.  
The Canon for Transitions, Jill Mathis, at the Diocese 
is helping to screen applicants.  The Rector is in the 
process of appointing a small group of parishioners to 
assist in the interviewing.  It is expected that an assis-
tant rector will be hired this spring in April or later. 
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When the earthquake hit Haiti last year, nearly all 
the church buildings in the Diocese of Haiti were 
effectively leveled, including Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral in Port-au-Prince.  There is now a church-
wide appeal to give for the rebuilding of the 
Church in Haiti, beginning with the Cathedral 
complex in Port au Prince, so that the Church will 
continue to be a focal point for spiritual, social and 
cultural life of the people as Haiti itself lives into 
its future.  Anyone can participate; just $10 òbuys 
a brickó to rebuild the Cathedral in Port-au-Prince.  
For more information and to donate, visit http://

www.episcopalchurch.org/haitiappeal/.  There is 
in Haiti an emerging necessity for a national con-
versation and perhaps conversion, within the 
country, about its viability as a nation state and its 
ability to become a new Haiti. For a new Haiti is 
what is needed. The old Haiti is rubble and disas-
ter and dry bones.  Long engaged in education, 
health concerns, and known for its honoring of 
Haitian culture, and fully Haitian in leadership 
both lay and ordained, the Episcopal Church in 
Haiti can be a significant force in the rebuilding of 
the nation and the restoration of the people, setting 
both on a new path.  Please consider helping. 

Bob Busser is lecturing at the University of Pennsyl-
vania and Drexel University on the rebuilding of 

Haiti.  Parishioner Bob Busser, named òMt. Airyõs 
angel of mercyó by the Chestnut Hill Local, traveled to 

Haiti in the wake of the quake and used his back-
ground as an architect to design and build homes for 
a portion of the one million people left homeless.   
His housing design yielded 2000 homes built by  
Haitian carpenters.  Of these young carpenters, 
graduates of Haitian vocational schools, Mr. Busser 
has nothing but praise.  òThey took the time to see 
that each aspect of the building was true.  Their work 
was of good quality.  It was very impressive.ó   

Saint Paulõs 
continues the 
challenging 
task of  
restoring its 
property.  The 
vestry at its 
February 28 
meeting voted 
to spend over 

$50,000 on 
roof repairs 

where copper valleys and flashing have given way.  
One third of this expenditure qualifies for the Part-
ners for Sacred Places grant the church received 
last year.  The church apartment located under the 
organ pipes has seen little renovation in fifty years.  
The vestry voted to update electrical and plumbing 
systems and upgrade the kitchen and bathroom.  
Organist Zach Hemenway plans on living in the 
apartment beginning this spring. 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/haitiappeal/
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"What a joy it was to have so many of my Saint Paul's family on hand as Grace Church and I celebrated our new 
ministry together on Sunday, February 20th!  I will always be grateful for my time at Saint Paul's and the many 
ways that you helped form me as a priest in Christ's church.  The flowers from Saint Paul's altar still look beauti-
ful on my dining room table.  Daughter Kathy whispered to me that the singing at Grace has never sounded so 
good--must have been all the Saint Paul's folks in the congregation.  I keep all of you in my prayers and carry you 
in my heart!"  Nancy+  
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Celtic musicians Mark Carroll and his son Tim will 
perform at Saint Paulõs in the church on March 26 
(nine days after Saint Patrickõs Day) at 7:30 p.m.  
They are well-known musicians who have per-
formed in Washington at the Senate Hearing Room!  
Mark has played the Celtic harp for decades and has 
an appreciation for the history of music and musical 
instruments.  His son Tim is a multi-talented musi-
cian who plays the bodhran, the violin/fiddle, the 
cello and the double bass.  Admission is $20 and the 
proceeds benefit peace activist Roy Bourgeois, M.M.  
This will be a remarkable two-hour program of  
Scottish and Irish music. 

It is really not too soon, to circle the 10th of June 
we have made big plans, for Saint Paul's Phillies fans,  

for a game 'neath a waxing moon 
Philadelphia Phillies VS Chicago Cubs  

A one and one half hour unlimited food and beverage spread in the patio suite starting at 5:45 p.m. is  
included in the $56 price per ticket. We will have burgers, dogs, potato salad, chips, Phillies pretzels, soda 

and beer, and ice cream for dessert. Our seats are in the 309 level with a good view of our new right fielder. 
The deadline for reservations is April 22. After that the seats in our block will be released for general sale. 

Don't be left out of an enjoyable evening at the ball park!!  6Å10Å2011 
Please contact Jill Wemple, at 215-628-4163 or buzznjill@netscape.com for additional information. Checks 

are to be made out to "Philadelphia Phillies"  

Dine with Nine will be held on Sunday, March 20.  

What is Dine with Nine?  It is a supper opportunity 
in the home of a host/hostess to get to know other 
parish members young and old, newcomers and 
long-time parishioners, married, partnered and sin-
gle in a relaxed atmosphere.  Why nine?  Because it 
gives singles as well as couples the opportunity to 
join in the eveningõs dinner.  Decide if you would 
like to be a guest or host the dinner.  As a host, you 
determine the tone of the evening (informal, formal, 
buffet, etc.) and are responsible for the main course 
only.  As a guest, you bring an appetizer, side dish, 
or dessert.  Your host will let you know what to 
bring.  Signup sheets will be available at church be-
ginning Sunday, March 6. 

mailto:buzznjill@netscape.com


A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 
is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 
awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread.  
Grant this for the sake of your love.  Amen. 

Disciple and discipline are closely related words.  We 
cannot be a learner as a disciple without the discipline 
of going to worship.  Add deeper worship to your 
Lenten practice this year.  Choose one of three ser-
vices on Ash Wednesday, Imposition of Ashes 

7 a.m. Spoken Service 

12 noon Service with Hymns  

7:30 p.m. Service with Hymns & Choir  
Also, in addition to Sunday morning worship, we will 

offer Evening Prayer every Sunday during Lent at  

5 p.m. in the church. (Evensong, Sunday March 13 ) 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Romans 15:13 

Dr. Kenneth Brown will offer a four week Lenten 
Course on Sustainability, linking our faith and the 
creation, on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. from 
March 15 through April 5.  The first session will 
examine the good earth ð where it came from and 
where it is going.  On March 22, the class will ex-
plore the role of water and faith: Fresh Water ð 
who owns it and what do we do to protect it and 
make it available?  The third session will look at 

fresh air ð is breathing all this stuff good, bad or 
indifferent?  The course will conclude on April 5 
with faith and the use of energy.  All of our energy 
comes from the sun ð directly or indirectly.  You 
wonõt want to miss this remarkable discussion of 
earth, water, wind and fire, beginning Tuesday, 
March 15 in the Dixon House Library. 
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On Thursday, February 24, the par-
ish gathered to celebrate my election 
to Dean of Wissahickon (the Epis-
copal parishes in Northwest Phila-
delphia).  We had a fun service in-
cluding a òcatfishó (Wissahickon is 
an Indian name meaning catfish 
stream).  What is most gratifying to 
me is being rector of Saint Paulõs 
Church.  The parish turned out and 
gave a deep appreciation of our five 
years together.  Our rectorõs warden 

John Rollins spoke of how we have 
grown in confidence as a church.  I 
went to sleep that night feeling such 
a sense of gratitude.  Thank you to 
the choir, and to those who put on 
an incredible reception, and espe-
cially to our church community that 
grows stronger and more joyful 
every day. ~ Cliff 


