
TIDINGS  of Great Joy ! 

 

Great, Green, Growing Sundays 

In our Godly Play Church School we call the Sundays after Pentecost òthe 
great, green, growing Sundays.ó  They are Sundays when the church color is 
green.  There is a great span of these Sundays that includes all the months un-
til Advent on November 28 when we get ready for the mystery of Christmas.  
In the summer there is a profusion of growth.  And indeed through all this 
time we never stop growing.  Thatõs why these Sundays are important even in 
the summer.  Our gathering for worship indicates our spiritual growing. 
 

These Sundays are also called òOrdinary Time.ó  This translates the Latin, 
tempus per annum, or òtime through the year.ó  Ordinary time does not mean 

that it is an easy time.  One Christian described Ordinary time as òthe unceas-
ing effort to balance quicksilver on a knife.ó  It takes effort to live as a Chris-
tian on a daily basis.  The Bible readings during this time try to guide our 
practice in doing just that. 
 

It is energy that provides the growth.  We need the energy of the Holy Spirit 
to drive us towards Godõs compassion.  This energy is most concentrated in 
our worship thatõs why we come to the altar.  The sunõs energy is most con-
centrated in June where we live in the northern hemisphere.  Because the 
earth has a 23 ½ degree tilt in relation to the plane of its orbit, around June 21 
the North Pole is tilted at its maximum toward the sun.  Our days become 
longer, greener, full of growth. 
 

I like to think of Jesusõ ascension to the Father as what propels us into Ordi-
nary time.  The Acts of the Apostles declares òBut you will receive power 
(energy) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my wit-
nessesé to the ends of the earthó (Acts 1: 8).  Our baptisms òtiltó our lives in 

the direction of Jesus.  Jesusõ energy is concentrated in the Spirit that powers 
us to be witnesses of Godõs compassion to the ends of the earth. ~ Cliff 
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All Parish Picnic 

 

Our parish picnic sponsored by the Vestry will take place after 10:30 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, June 13.  We will gather on our beautiful grounds for 
good food and fellowship.  There is no need to bring anything, just come and 
enjoy.  The Vestry will be providing the food and beverages.  Children may 
wish to bring Frisbees and balls to play on the lawn.  It is a great occasion for 
us all of every generation to come together.    
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Episcopal  
Community 

Services  
Sunday 

For 140 years the Episcopal 
Community Services (ECS) has 
been the social mission arm of 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania.  
On Sunday June 13, the Sun-
day closest to the day we cele-
brate St. Barnabas the Apostle, 
we will honor the work and our 

support for ECS.  Among 
many other services, ECS pro-
vides shelter and case manage-
ment for homeless women and 
their children at St. Barnabas 
Mission, 6006 W. Girard Ave., 
in order to address the root 
causes of homelessness.  Each 
year, about 140 female-headed 
families (including about 200 
children) find a safe haven at 
ECS St. Barnabas.  While just 
under a quarter of families re-

main in shelter for only a few 
days or weeks, most residents 
stay for one to nine months. 
Three quarters of residents 
move into safe, stable housing.  
St. Barnabas Mission celebrates 
its 10th anniversary on Tues-
day, June 8.  A special program 
will be held on that day from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
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Summertime: Faith and the 

Arts for Children 
 
òFaith and the Arts for Childrenó will meet this 
summer on Sundays from 9:40 a.m. until 10:20 
a.m.,  
from June 20 through August 8. 
Art helps children to engage the summertime lec-
tionary readings and see how things are connected.  
Since we are created in the image of God who is a 
Creator, we are by nature creative.  Art draws out 
something precious in each of us and allows us to 
see the bible stories in a new way, to be present to 

them. 
This yearõs schedule for Faith and the Arts: 

June 20 and 27:  The Prophet Elijah and the Still, 
Small Voice 

July 4 and 11:  The Good Samaritan 

July 18 and 25:  The Lordõs Prayer 

August 1 and 8: The Prophet Jeremiah (God knows 
us before we are born!) 
Call or email the church office to register.  Adult 

and Teen helpers still needed for each of the ses-

sions! 

Summertime Godly Play 
 

Godly Play storyteller and Montessori teacher Marti 
Bondelid will offer Godly Play 1 for young children 
from 9:40 a.m. to 10:20 a.m. in the Godly Play I class-
room.  This class is designed for children who are 3 to 5 
(or who are turning 3 in the fall).  If you are interested 
in this class for your child(ren) please call the church 
office for the summer schedule. 

Youth Poetry, Rhythm & Music 
 

Saint Paulõs poet and acolyte Andr® Saunders who is 
heading off to Howard University this fall is organizing 
an afternoon of youth poetry and rhythm on Sunday, July 
11 at 4 p.m.  All are invited to hear the power of young 
voices for stronger community and spirit.  Through poetry 
they share opinions to every generation of societal chal-
lenges, such as drug abuse, peer pressure, domestic vio-
lence, and sexuality as well as hope for a better, more 
compassionate world.  You wonõt want to miss this pow-
erful afternoon of dramatic poetry at the air-conditioned 
Dixon House at Saint Paulõs on Sunday the 11th of July. 


